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long and painful journey to his native soil, I break off the narrative of his adventures. The Si yu ki continues Ch'ang chftin's biography until his death ; but the further events of his life are of little interest, and have nothing to do "with my programme. I will only briefly state that the master remained at Peking. By order of Ohinghiz, the ground of the gardens of the northern palace of the Km was given to him for the purpose of establishing there a Taoist monastery. This monastery was built on the IPiung hua island, and the people were forbidden to gather fuel in the park of the island and to fish in the lake.276 The master, who lived there, sometimes took a walk to the top of the hill on the island, and enjoyed the magnificent view he had of the surrounding gardens. Farther on in the narrative we read: "On the 2$d of the sixth month (July 8), 1227, it was reported to the master that, owing to heavy ram, the southern embankment of the lake had fallen down, and that the water had gushed into the eastern lake, so that it was heard at a distance of several Zi. After this all fish and tortoises disappeared, and the lake became dry." Ch'ang ch'un took tins for an omen of his death, and indeed he died on the gth of the seventh month (July 23), 1227.
Next year his disciples, with the help of a great number of other Taoists, who had arrived from different parts of China, built for the mortal remains of the sage a monastery, the buildings of which were finished in forty days. The pth of the seventh month (August 10), 1228, was fixed for the ceremony of transferring and burying the body. During the sixth month (July) heavy rain fell uninterruptedly.277 The people were afraid that the ceremony
878 The ICiung hua island and the lake still exist. They are now within the imperial city, but at the time of the Kin dynasty these pleasure grounds wore situated north of the capital.
377 It seems the olimate of Peking has not changed since that time; for now in July and August the rainfall at Poking id generally so abundant, that all communication becomes interrupted, and a groat part of the capital is inundated.